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The West Willamette Restoration Partnership began 
in fall 2006 to combat invasive weeds and to 
promote responsible residential gardening in 
southwest Portland.  Our focus is a 300 acre corridor 
from Council Crest Park to George Himes Park, 
including Marquam Nature Park, the Terwilliger 
Parkway, Keller Woodlands, and neighboring 
residential and commercial properties.  Previous 
volunteer efforts were failing to reverse the tide of 
invasives.  Thus, the Hillsdale Neighborhood Associa-
tion, Friends of Marquam Nature Park and Friends of 
Terwilliger  formed a partnership with Three Rivers 
Land Conservancy to bring professional manage-
ment and expertise to the effort.   A three year 
management and leadership budget was structured 
at $37,000 per year.  This cost was underwritten by 
‘selling’ 10 subscriptions to community stakeholders, 
including neighborhood associations, government 
agencies, corporations, and individuals (see insert).  
Each has funded their first year commitment, with 
the intent to renew for two additional years.

Our program strategy is to: 
        1] increase volunteer participation to remove 
             invasives; 
        2] seek grants to hire contract crews to remove        
             invasives;      
        3] start a Backyard Habitat program to promote     
             responsible gardening by all residents. 

Our efforts are measurable, accountable, and 
transparent. Volunteer Report

Melanie Truhn joined Three Rivers in March to energize
the West Willamette Restoration volunteer recruiting
effort.  To date over 1,876 hours have been contributed
by over 200 volunteers at 35 hosted work days, and
momentum has been building.  Work parties are 
scheduled at different sites most Saturday mornings. 
Contributing groups include Hands on Portland, Catlin 
Gabel, Portland YWCA, Robert Gray M.S., and REI.

Also, an Adopt-a-Plot program has begun, whereby a 
group takes responsibility to keep an area invasive free, 
once the initial work has been completed.  Contact 
Melanie for details on the v olunteer work schedule and 
for Adopt-a-Plot opportunities. 
 

Contract Crew Report

Through mid-May, four previous AmeriCorps volunteers 
experienced in invasives removal worked 280 hours in 
George Himes and Marquam Nature Parks removing 
tree ivy.  Despite discovering a large amount of 10+ year 
old ivy in the northwest quadrant of Marquam, they  
completed lifesavers on 544 trees in Marquam and 399 
in Himes over an area of 20 acres. Their work has been 
funded by a $5,000 grant from Portland General Electric.  
Laura O’Leary oversees scheduling and measurement.

Crew members Michael, Marc, Al and Drew on the right; 
volunteers and base underwriters Jensen, Kelly and Murray to the left
  


